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August Meeting 
 
Our August meeting will be our annual picnic on Wednesday, August 9 at the Governor’s Western Residence 
in Asheville.  We will gather around 11:30 AM for our social time, and lunch will be at noon.  The lunch will be 
catered as in previous years.  Cost of the lunch will be $12.00 per person.  
Payment in advance by check is required.  Make your check out to the Blue Ridge Chapter SAR, and mail it to 
Wayne Riggle, 2303 Appalachian Blvd., Arden NC 28704. Wives, neighbors and friends are welcome to join us 
at this meeting.  Bring them along… 
This is an excellent opportunity to socialize and get to know each other better.  The featured speaker will be 
Joe Harris, President of the North Carolina State Society.  However, there will be no auction at this meeting 
because fund-raising is not permitted at the residence.  Save your items for a future meeting! 
 
Directions and a map to the Governor’s Residence ar e attached. 
  

Next Meeting Schedule 
 

Our next meeting will be October 28th at the Airport Holiday Inn. This date was chosen to avoid conflict with the 
Yorktown/Williamsburg trip.  The meeting will be in celebration of the Yorktown Victory and participants will be 
invited to share their experiences on the trip. 
 
   * * * * * * * * * * * 
Applications in Process:         
       
Paul Rivers Grass               
Robert Charles Halliday        
Allen Wayne DeVinney         
 

Chapter President’s Letter  
 
 The current AARP Bulletin features an article “How Patriotic Are We?” about a Gallup poll showing that 57% of 
American adults identify themselves as “extremely” or “very” patriotic, compared with 72% in a similar poll one year 
ago. There was, not surprisingly, a generation divide.  Adults (50 plus) were far more likely to identify themselves as 
highly patriotic (74%) than those ages 18-34 (32%) or those 35-49 (60%).   
 With some poll respondents, patriotism was closely tied to the polarized politics of today – dissatisfaction with 
President Bush and the Iraq War, general disgust with politicians, dishonesty, inaction and fraud in government (read 
FEMA), higher gas prices and other sins. 
 What does this mean to us in SAR?  While it reflects a disturbing trend in national thought, it also creates a 
challenge and opportunity.  Most of our membership, for example, is in the first category (50 plus) and, while we may 
share some of the dissatisfaction mentioned above, we are continually inspired by our heritage and by the objectives of the 
SAR as written in its National Charter ( coincidentally celebrating its centennial in 2006).  Those objectives are always 
worth reviewing and are reprinted here. 
 Thus, more than ever, it is our responsibility, no, it is our privilege as SAR members to demonstrate, educate, 
reach out, publicize, promote, celebrate and perpetuate the inspirational service and sacrifice of our ancestors who 
provided us with our glorious and free form of government.  Let each of us pledge once again to do our part.  Fly the flag 
proudly.  Wear your rosette proudly.  Talk history with your children and grandchildren.  Talk to your clubs and your 
church.  Get involved with local schools and youth groups.  Most importantly, appoint yourself a committee of one to find 
new members, especially more youthful ones.    
 We are blessed to be descendants of patriots, and members of the SAR and this chapter.  I am truly honored to be         
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your new president and pledge to provide my best efforts to fulfill its objectives. We have an outstanding membership. 
We have good programs; ROTC, Eagle Scout and others.  Our national Web Site (WWW.RSAR.ORG) provides an 
outstanding educational facility that  is available to everyone.  Above all we have a message of freedom and hope as 
pertinent today as it was over 225 years ago.  
 As we have seen, the message is in danger.  James Madison once wrote, “I believe that there are more instances of 
the abridgement of freedom of the people by gradual and silent encroachments of those in power than by sudden and 
violent usurpation”. 
 Our forefathers sacrificed too much for us to let that happen.  At the top of my agenda for the coming year is 
proclaiming our message of freedom throughout this community through educational interaction and personal 
involvement.  Let’s get to work. 
 

Charter of the SAR, Section 2 
“The objects of the Society are declared to be patriotic, historical and educational and shall include those intended or 
designed to perpetuate the memory of those who, by their services or sacrifices during the War of the American 
Revolution, achieved the independence of the American people; to unite and promote fellowship among their descendants, 
to inspire them and the community at large with a more profound reverence for the principles of the government founded 
by our forefathers; to encourage historical research in relation to the American Revolution; to acquire and preserve the 
records of the individual services of the patriots of the war, as well as documents, relics and landmarks; to mark the 
scenes of the Revolution by appropriate memorials; to celebrate the anniversaries of the prominent events of the war and 
of the Revolutionary period; to foster true patriotism; to maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom, and to 
carry out the purposes expressed in the preamble of the Constitution of our country and the injunctions of Washington in 
his farewell address to the American people.” 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
 

A Note from the Editor 
 

Your comments and contributions to the newsletter are welcome (please submit by e-mail if possible).  We are now 
distributing the newsletter by e-mail where feasible.  The savings in postage and copying are considerable.  If you receive 
this newsletter by US mail, but are willing to receive it by e-mail, please let us know. 

 
 

Celebrations and Meetings 
 
August 9 Annual picnic and meeting of the Blue Ridge Chapter  
 
September 29-30     Fall 2006 National Trustees Meeting, Louisville, KY 
 
October 7 King’s Mountain Celebration:  participation by chapter members is encouraged.  Let’s have a  
 good turnout for this very important celebration. 
 
October 18-21  Our trip to Williamsburg/Jamestown 

 
October 18-22  225th Anniversary, Yorktown VA 
 
October 28      Regular meeting of the Blue Ridge Chapter at the Airport Holiday Inn 
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Blue Ridge Promotes Patriotism on July 4th 

 
On the 4th of July, the people of Western North Carolina know how to have fun.  There are family and community 

gatherings to enjoy music, eat good food, play and watch fireworks, and sometimes to imbibe.  But in recent times the 
reason for the celebration is not so evident.  Convicted of our responsibility to honor our Founding Fathers and to educate 
the rising generations as to the heroic sacrifices of our ancestors and the principles for which they fought and served, 
compatriots of Blue Ridge Chapter, North Carolina Society of the Sons of the Revolution, decided to act.  Several years 
ago, John Higdon, Bill Clotworthy, C. D. Williams and others challenged the organizers in Biltmore Forest and Asheville 
to add patriotic programs as an integral part of the celebrations.  Persistance was required, but initial puzzlement has been 
converted to enthusiastic support of the programs led annually by Blue Ridge Chapter.  This year’s programs were very 
well received, primarily due to the organizing skill of John Higdon.   

 
  On July 04, 2006, Biltmore Forest Mayor George Goosmann kicked off his community’s morning celebration by 

introducing compatriot John Bickerstaff as the master of ceremony.  Past President John Higdon, in full Revolutionary 
War uniform, and bagpiper Hobart Crites led the JROTC color guard of Reynolds High School in the presentation of the 
colors.  Chief of Police Tinsley led the gathered community, including many boys and girls sitting on bikes and trikes in 
patriotic costumes, in the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Reverend John Barton beautifully sang our National Anthem and 
compatriot “Bic” Bickerstaff prayed the invocation.  After Crites piped a medley of patriotic songs, the Reverend John 
Bickerstaff engaged the gathering with a reading from the Declaration of Independence.  Colonel Bergeron’s JROTC 
cadets then made a dignified and edifying presentation of the history of our flag, featuring the flags flown at Concord, 
Bunker Hill, and Bennington as well as the Union Jack, the Betsy Ross flag, Old Glory, and our current national flag of 
thirteen stripes and fifty stars.  Acknowledging God’s blessing on our country, “Bic” Bickerstaff closed with a 
benediction.  Then, after many boys and girls were photographed with Bagpiper Crites, a fire truck led the foot and bike 
parade to the city park for a day of games, food, and fun. 
 
 The program at Pack Square in Asheville was somewhat different, but equally successful.  It was designed to 
reflect the different audience, setting, and culture of the city center.  Blue Ridge Chapter’s Immediate Past President Dr. 
Tom Whetstone welcomed the audience gathered in late afternoon primarily for a concert of popular music and fireworks.  
Prior to introducing the Reverend Gayle Brown who prayed the invocation, Whetstone briefly explained that the SAR is 
not a political organization, but a patriotic group of men dedicated to honoring the history and principles of our hero 
ancestors, the brave men and women who fought and served in founding our republic and winning the freedoms we now 
enjoy.  The 4th of July is a day of patriotism rather than politics, one when all Americans celebrate our freedoms.  Gospel 
recording artist Robbie Williams sang “God Bless America” to the applause of the crowd.  Then John Higdon, in 
Revolutionary uniform, and Bagpiper Hobart Crites presented the colors and Tom Whetstone led the Pledge of Allegiance 
from the concert stage.  Agreeing that NBC’s Tom Brokaw perhaps is correct that America’s World War II generation is 
our greatest, Whetstone noted that all our generations, including our rising ones, are called to greatness.  We especially 
honor our Founders’ generation, those like Patrick Henry who committed their fortunes and very lives to gain the 
freedoms we enjoy and must secure today.  With vigor and sound amplication, Dr. Whetstone read a major portion of 
Patrick Henry’s March 23, 1775 speech to the Virginia House, “Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death!”  The Reverend 
Brown closed with a prayer of benediction and the stage was returned to the concert band.   
 
   A local TV station interviewed John Higdon and Bagpiper Crites for a live broadcast for the evening news.  The 
coverage also included interviews of members of a small anti-war demonstration simultaneously conducted at Pack 
Square.  When leaving, while walking past the demonstrators, Whetstone’s nine-year-old son James asked, “Why are 
those people here?”  Whetstone’s response was perhaps they just did not get Patrick Henry’s message.  Blue Ridge will be 
back again to continue our proclamation.  
New chapter President Bill Clotworthy, gifted and experienced in TV production, will ensure that this will be the case.   
 
 
       Dr. J. Thomas Whetstone 
       Immediate Past President, 
       Blue Ridge Chapter, NCSSAR 
       05 July 2006 
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CHAPTER OFFICERS 
                                        

President 
WILLIAM G. 

CLOTWORTHY  
129 Red Oak Road 

Asheville NC 28804 
(828) 252-4451 

doctorno@aol.com 
 

1st Vice President 
HAROLD LEIBY      

2533 H’ville Hwy. apt 211 
Arden NC 28704     
(828) 687-6211 

joleiby@charter.net 
  

2nd Vice President 
BRUCE WHITAKER 

661 Old Fort Road 
Fairview  NC  28730 

(828) 628-1089 
Chesley2@charter.net 

 
Secretary 

JAMES BRUSH 
2757 No. Mills River Road 

Horse Shoe NC 28742 
(828) 891-9326 

jimevie@earthlink.net 
 

Treasurer 
WAYNE RIGGLE   

2303 Appalachian Blvd 
Arden NC 28704 
(828) 651-8424 

rigglew@bellsouth.net 
 

Registrar.  
JOHN ROBINSON  

148 Ginger Guill Circle 
Candler NC 28715 
(828)  667-0006 

barjoh@brinet.com 
 

Chaplain 
F. F. BICKERSTAFF 

P.O. Box 335 
Sylva NC 28779 
(828) 586-8330 

sylvabick@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                           
 
 

       ROTC Chairman     Eagle Scout Chairman                   Genealogist 
RICHARD W. GARDNER          BILLY  MITCHELL          J. KENNETH COZIER 
      590 Sunset Drive                         29 Hunters Lane                  58 Stony Ridge 
Hendersonville NC 28739        Hendersonville NC 28791        Asheville NC 28804 
       (828) 891-4550                           (828) 890-5461                    (828) 253-4806 
      bmitch@bellsouth.net     jke58@charter.net 
 

Other items of general interest 
 

Check the NCSSAR website for information on what is going on  
state-wide (www.ncssar.com) .  Also www.southerncampaign.org has 
information on Revolutionary War events in the Carolinas. 

Contributions from the various chapters are solicited for the Center 
for Advancing America’s Heritage (CAAH).  This will be a facility 
replacing the library in the SAR Headquarters in Louisville,  which is very 
limited in space and can not expand in its present location.  The new 
facility will be greatly expanded, and will include instructional material as 
indicated in the title.  
 Our December meeting will be a joint DAR/SAR meeting in 
Asheville.  Date, place and other details will be provided in the October 
newsletter. 
 Don’t delay signing up for our October 18 – 21 trip to 
Williamsburg and Yorktown.  The more the merrier!  We still have plenty 
of room on the bus but we need to know how many are going in order to 
plan the trip.  Flyers will be available at the meeting. 
 The following message has been forwarded from the NC State 
Society:  “I am Lance Cpl. Wayne Edmiston, a Marine with 2nd Marine 
Logistics Group at Camp Lejeune.  I am also the CAR National Chairman 
of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier of the American Revolution.  I have 
been an active CAR member for years.  I was wondering if any SAR 
members would like a tour of the base and a demonstration.  It is good for 
our community relations as well as a neat meeting opportunity. 
Thank You Sir and contact me with any questions.  Respectfully, Lance 
Cpl. Edmiston         miston@usmc.mil  “ 
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James W. Brush, Editor 
2757 No. Mills River Road 
Horse Shoe NC 28742 



 
 
 

 


