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October Meeting 
 
For our October meeting we will return to the Holiday Inn, our usual meeting place, on October 21.  (Note 
change of date from the previous schedule of the 28th) We will convene for social time at 11:30, and lunch will 
be at noon.  Cost of the lunch will be $16.00 per person. The Holiday Inn is planning a special dish for us which 
they describe as seasoned baked chicken marinated in fresh herbs and served with a creamy lemon basil 
sauce. 
 Our program will also be very special.  We are very fortunate to have as our speaker Jo Leiby who was 
highly recommended by Harold Leiby.  Her talk will be a review of a book entitled “Infamous Scribblers” by Eric 
Burns.  This book studies George Washington’s relationship to the press.  Indeed, this appears to be a very 
timely subject.  All through the years, the relationship of the press to the Executive Branch has been difficult, 
and at times adversarial.   

Payment in advance by check is required.  Make your check out to the Blue Ridge Chapter SAR, and 
mail it to Wayne Riggle, 2303 Appalachian Blvd., Arden NC 28704. Wives, neighbors and friends are welcome 
to join us at this meeting.  Bring them along…We hope to have several prospective and/or new  members in 
attendance, so we will have an opportunity to get to know them during the social time.  
 

Next Meeting Schedule 
 

Our next meeting will be on December 9 at the Country Club of Asheville.  As in previous years this 
will be a joint meeting with the Edward Buncombe DAR Chapter.  An excellent way to celebrate the 
coming of the Christmas season. 

 
  * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Applications in Process:     Transfers In (new or prospective)    

       
Paul Rivers Grass              David Mason Adams (Pennsylvania) 
Robert Charles Halliday             Al Downs (Florida)  
Allen Wayne DeVinney         

 
President’s Message 

 
The first three months of my presidency have been very interesting. I was nervous about replacing Tom 
Whetstone, but I quickly discovered that the Blue Ridge Chapter is blessed with an excellent Board of 
Directors, hard-working and dedicated. It is going to be a pleasure serving with them. 
    As you know, we changed the regular meeting date from October 14th to October 28th to accommodate 
what was envisioned as a special report on the October 19th Yorktown Victory Celebration by those taking the 
bus tour to that event. Well, the tour was cancelled which necessitated a program change, but Vice President 
Harold Leiby came to the rescue by "volunteering" the appearance of his wife, Jo. Her program is described 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
    Then the Holiday Inn informed us that the 28th was unavailable so we moved the meeting to the 21st. At 
that point it was nice to discover that we had a telephone committee consisting of Jim Brush and Bruce 
Whitaker who take it upon themselves to call membership when there is an important schedule change or 
other emergency. 
    I've been happily surprised by the number of e-mails from NCSSAR. Each day brings a message from 
President Joe Harris, Webmaster Steve Avent, Secretary Frank Horton or other Chapter Presidents informing 
me of new members, chapter activities, reminders of grave markings and other commemorations. It is 



encouraging to know that we have a particularly dedicated and progressive state leadership. Incidentally the 
very active state web site is www.ncssar.com. Log on, there's lots of good information available. 
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    I'm looking forward to the New Year with confidence although there are inevitably areas of concern. The 
first, as always, is recruitment, especially of younger men. I would appreciate everyone's involvement with the 
recruitment issue. For example, here's mine. Many of our members belong to other organizations; Kiwanis, 
Rotary, American Legion, VFW, Elks, Masons and on and on. As you know, I am a writer/speaker on 
presidential homes and on George Washington. Feel free to volunteer my services and I'll talk us up whenever 
and wherever I speak. All I ask is a coffee mug, letter opener and/or a free meal. I'll provide you with a bio if 
you would like to pass it on. And don't forget to personally proselytize. 
    The other matter is community involvement. We have made progress with the July Fourth ceremonies at 
Biltmore Forest and downtown Asheville, but we should also have representation at the Memorial Day parade  
and other civic events. And let's not neglect Hendersonville. Let's talk about how we might expand those 
outside acivities. 
    My immediate project is to meet (by phone) with each member, not only to greet you in person but to explore 
a bit of your background which perhaps we might find useful. Thus you may find yourself on a committee, so 
beware! 
  
Patriotically, 
  
Bill Clotworthy 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 
A Note from the Editor 

Your comments and contributions to the newsletter are welcome (please submit by e-mail if possible).  We are now 
distributing the newsletter by e-mail where feasible.  The savings in postage and copying are considerable.  If you receive 
this newsletter by US mail, but are willing to receive it by e-mail, please let us know. 

 
Celebrations and Meetings 

 

October 7-8, 2006 – King’s Mountain National Park – Battle Anniversary Weekend.  Commemorate the 226th anniversary of 
the Battle of Kings Mountain. Events will include a wreath laying ceremony on Saturday and re-enactor camps. Free, open 
Saturday 9-5, Sunday 9-3. Info/contact: Kings Mountain at 864-936-7921 or visit www.nps.gov/kimo.  
   
October 18 - 22, 2006 – Yorktown , Va. – 225th Anniversary of the Siege of Yorktown - This four day commemoration is 
sponsored by the Colonial National Historical Park and the Brigade of the American Revolution who will collaborate with 
Endview Plantation as well as the British Brigade and other living history organizations to mark the 225th anniversary of 
the British surrender, concluding a series of observances along the Washington-Rochambeau Trail stretching from Rhode 
Island to Virginia . Musket & artillery demonstrations; civilian and medical programs; and military engineering 
demonstrations at Colonial NHP and Endview Plantation. Recreations of the Allied assaults on Redoubts 9 and 10, 
defense of the Fusiliers’ Redoubt, and Abercrombie’s Sortie. Info/contact: info@siegeofyorktown.org and see 

www.siegeofyorktown.org . 
  

October 27-28, 2006 – Manning, SC - 4th Francis Marion Symposium - “1781, The War Changes, Victory Starts in the South.” 
FE DuBose Campus of Central Carolina Technical College , I-95, Exit 122, US 521, Manning, SC. Info/contact: organizer 
George Summers at 803-478-2645 www.francismariontrail.com,  www.swampfoxtrail.com or www.clarendonmurals.com . 
  

November 4-5, 2006 - Historic Camden Revolutionary War Site, Camden , SC – Revolutionary War Field Days. 
Units interested in attending this event, please contact John Thornton at john@rncr.org, Chuck Wallace at 
cwallace@scchr.org, or Joanna Craig, Historic Camden director, at hiscamden@camden.net or (803) 432-9841. 
  



November 11, 2006 – King’s Mountain National Park – Veterans Day Program. Reenactors from the Backcountry Militia will 
be camped at the park this weekend. Visitors may enjoy weapons demonstrations and military drill. Event is Free, Saturday 9-
5. For more information contact Kings Mountain National Military Park at 864-936-7921 or visit www.nps.gov/kimo.  
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A Visit to the World War II Museum in New Orleans 

 
My husband, Jim Brush, is a charter member of the WWII Museum in New Orleans but has never had the opportunity to 
see it.  While visiting our son Al, briefly home from the sea as a Merchant Marine officer, I convinced him to take me to 
New Orleans from his rebuilt home on the devastated Mississippi coast. We passed the communities near Lake 
Poinchartrain that had been destroyed when the levies broke, around the newly refurbished Super Dome to 945 Magazine 
Street, the home of the museum founded by the historian Stephen Ambrose. The museum was originally started to honor 
the local Higgins Boat Works who built the amphibious landing boats used at Normandy Beach and in the island 
invasions in the Pacific. 
 
We stayed over two and a half hours and it seemed only a few minutes to see the contents of this very special museum.  
The stories of the soldiers, sailors and battles are told through artifacts, film footage, photographs, personal effects, diaries 
and oral histories. There is a special emphasis on D Day, but there is also a gallery on the war in the Pacific including the 
never used, (Thank God!) invasion plan of Japan, which was negated by the Atomic Bomb destroying two cities instead of 
the mass destruction and deaths which a land invasion would have necessitated. (That was Jim’s part of the war, being at 
Los Alamos, as a technician not a scientist). If anyone has the chance to go to New Orleans, you will really enjoy this 
special museum.   Evie Brush   

 
 

A Tribute to Our Esteemed Compatriot C. D. Williams 
On the occasion of his nomination for Vice President General, South Atlantic States District 

 
“Someone once said in the absence of time there could be no measured value. 
 
“My time as a society member has limited value compared to the compatriot/candidate I will 
nominate from North Carolina to be your next District Vice President General.  For over twenty 
years he has endeavored to provide the very best support to the interests of his society.  He is 
credited with organizing two chapters.  Previous state presidents, realizing his talents, particularly 
working well with people, have tapped him numerous times to serve as chairman of important 
committees – including:  the Awards Committee and the all important George Washington 
Endowment Fund Committee.  More recently he has served on the Nominating Committee, the 
JROTC/ROTC Committee and the Eagle Scout Committee.  Until recently, he served at least six 
years as the Western Area Vice President for our society. 
 
“Always a regular attendee at Board of Managers meetings, he has attended (14) State Annual 
Conventions, (9) National Congresses and has competently served as society Alternate National 
Trustee on several occasions.  Compatriots of the South Atlantic District, it is my duty and privilege 

Time to Pay Our Dues 
We need to help our Treasurer by getting our dues 

payment to him as soon as possible.  Let’s not wait until 
we are busy with the Christmas season. 

Please give or send Wayne Riggle a check for $60.00, 
made out to the Blue Ridge Chapter SAR. 

(The $60.00 includes Chapter, State and National dues) 



to nominate for the office of District Vice President General – a time tested and proven compatriot, 
devoted husband, father and man of tremendous value: Clarence D. (CD) Williams.” 
   
Joe Harris/President/NCSSAR/April 30, 2005               
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Recommended Reading 
 
Washington’s Secret War: The Hidden History of Valley Forge   
Thomas Fleming 
Smithsonian Books 2005 

 
The defining moments of the Revolutionary War did not occur on the battlefield or at the diplomatic table, 

according to prize-winning author Thomas Fleming.  They happened at Valley Forge in the pivotal winter months of 
1777-1778.  While the British lived in luxury in Philadelphia, Washington’s troops huddled in unheated barracks, fending 
off starvation and disease even as mutinous thoughts swirled throughout the encampment. 

Fighting to keep the army intact, Washington had also to wage a secondary war, this one against the slander of his 
reputation as a general and as a patriot.  General Horation Gates, the victor at Saratoga, had attracted a coterie of 
ambitious generals anxious to embarrass and humiliate Washington into resignation. 

Using diaries and letters, Fleming masterfully creates an unforgettable portrait of the embattled Washington 
responding to the attacks with the dexterity of a master politician, a complex man whose political maneuvering allows him 
to retain his command all the while struggling to prevent the army from dissolving into mutiny. 

Written with flair and an eye for human detail, this gripping narrative develops with the skill of a master 
storyteller.  Washington’s Secret War is not only a revisionist view of the ordeal at Valley Forge – it calls for a new 
assessment of the man too often simplified into an unreal American legend.  This is American history at its best and most 
vital. 
 

 
To Say Thank You for Their Service . . . 

 
If you go to the Web site at www.letssaythanks.com you can pick out a thank you card and the Xerox Corporation will 
print it and it will be sent to a soldier who is currently serving in  Iraq.  You cannot pick out who gets it, but it will go to 
some member of the Armed Services.  It is FREE and only takes a few seconds.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the soldiers 
received a bunch of these? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James W. Brush, Editor 
2757 No. Mills River Road 
Mills River NC 28759 
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CHAPTER OFFICERS 
                                        

President 
WILLIAM G. 

CLOTWORTHY  
129 Red Oak Road 

Asheville NC 28804 
(828) 252-4451 

doctorno@aol.com 
 

1st Vice President 
HAROLD LEIBY      

2533 H’ville Hwy. apt 211 
Arden NC 28704     
(828) 687-6211 

joleiby@charter.net 
  

2nd Vice President 
BRUCE WHITAKER 

661 Old Fort Road 
Fairview  NC  28730 

(828) 628-1089 
Chesley2@charter.net 

 
Secretary 

JAMES BRUSH 
2757 No. Mills River Road 

Mills River NC 28759 
(828) 891-9326 

jimevie@earthlink.net 
 

Treasurer 
WAYNE RIGGLE   

2303 Appalachian Blvd 
Arden NC 28704 
(828) 651-8424 

rigglew@bellsouth.net 
 

Registrar.  
JOHN ROBINSON  

148 Ginger Guill Circle 
Candler NC 28715 

(828)  667-0006 
barjoh@brinet.com 

 
Chaplain 

F. F. BICKERSTAFF 
P.O. Box 335 

Sylva NC 28779 
(828) 586-8330 

sylvabick@aol.com 
                                                                                       

ROTC Chairman 

RICHARD W. GARDNER 
590 Sunset Drive 

Hendersonville NC 28739 
(828) 891-4550 

 
 
 
 
 
  Eagle Scout  Chairman              Genealogist 
    BILLY  MITCHELL          J. KENNETH COZIER 
      29 Hunters Lane                  58 Stony Ridge 
Hendersonville NC 28791        Asheville NC 28804 
        (828) 890-5461                    (828) 253-4806 

  bmitch@bellsouth.net     jke58@charter.net 

 
 
 
 

Address Changes 
 

David Mason Adams has transferred his membership from 
Pennsylvania to North Carolina.  As of October 10 his address will be  

  36 Annandale Avenue, Asheville NC 28801 
  (828) 254- 3939 
 
John Thomas Whetstone, our recently departed president, is now at 
  708 Sarasota Arch, Chesapeake VA 23322 
  (757) 482-2893 
  twhetstone@regent.edu  

  
Al Downs is in the process of transferring from Florida.  His 

address is:    21 Oak Leaf Lane, Arden NC 28704 
   (828) 651-8256 
  

Robert Shipman has moved to Florida. His new address is: 
   8304 W. Cecil Lane, Homosassa FL 34446 
   (352) 628-6475 
 
 H. Lowrey McNeel has moved to this area from Atlanta.  His new 
address is:  21 Ridge Terrace, Asheville NC 28804 
 
 Mills River now has its own Zip Code:  28759 
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