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Compatriots,
There is a new look to our already celebrated 
publication ð The Old North State. Thanks to 
the original efforts of Nat Clark and then John 
Thornhill, today our society enjoys an award 
winning publication. The current editor, Steve 
Pittard, has ideas to further enhance its effectiveness 
so letõs see what he does with them. And like the 
newsletter, it wonõt be long before our web site 
receives national attention. Web Master Steve Avent 
maintains a very current and informative site. Iõve 
received many (out of state) compliments on it. The 
web address is www.ncssar.com.
    Recently I received additional instruction 
concerning the National Societyõs interest in 
developing greater outreach support from the 

membership (see SAR OUTREACH PROGRAMS 
have a niche for every Compatriot, Summer 2005, 

Vol. 100, No. 1, The SAR Magazine). I began by giving a presentation to the board 
of managers. With the assistance of the Communications and Public Relations 
Committee, we will next begin to filter this information down to the ògrass rootsó 
level of the society. Each compatriot will be given an opportunity to pledge his 
support of the numerous programs we sponsor. Everyone will eventually receive an 
outreach support presentation and pledge card. You are encouraged to signify your 
support of our many educational and youth recognition programs by signing and 
mailing this card to our national headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky.  
 Fall is here and with it brings our attention to many seasonal activities. Several 
of us returned to our homes armed with information gathered at the fall National 
Trustees meeting. The Marquis de Lafayette Chapter hosted a very successful 
wreath-laying event at the Kings Mountain National Battlefield Park. The Salisbury 
Chapter hosted our fall meeting of the board of managers. The meeting facility was 
outstanding as was the food we received and this established an atmosphere for a very 
successful business meeting.  
 We thought we had seen it all and then the worst natural disaster in US recorded 
history occurs ð Hurricane Katrina. Rescue and recovery efforts will continue for a 
very long time and your support is needed. Some say New Orleans will never be the 
same. Thank you for your generous individual and collective contributions to their 
relief.
 This column ends by drawing your thoughts to several upcoming national 
holidays. First, Veterans Day is a time to honor all veterans of the armed services.  
The SAR Recessional reminds us to remember our obligations to our forefathers. 
On this Veterans Day let us remember that we are citizens of a nation made great by 
every veteranõs sacrifice and devotion to duty. Second, may this Thanksgiving Day be 
a time for families to gather at the table to give thanks for the many blessings each 
received during the year. Finally, since the next newsletter will be published after the 
New Year, Gail and I wish each of you a Merry Christmas.

NCSSAR President
LTC Joe E. Harris, Jr.

The Old North State

To be an 
American and 
to descend from 

a patriot of 
the American 
Revolution is a 
sacred birthright 
and we should 

celebrate this with 
zeal and fervor.

ï
Joe Harris

 In 1629, King Charles I of England 
òerected into a province,ó all the land from 
Albemarle Sound on the north to the St. 
Johnõs River on the south, which he directed 
should be called Carolina. The word 
Carolina is from the word Carolus, the Latin 
form of Charles.
 When Carolina was divided in 1710, the 
southern part was called South Carolina 
and the northern, or older settlement, North 
Carolina. From this came the nickname the 
òOld North State.ó

Dear Compatriots,
 It is easy to know what to doé when 
you donõt have to do it! Its easy to make 
decisionsé when the responsibility to decide 
is not yours!
 One of the interesting - and aggravating 
- phenomenon of our time is the very vocal 
critic who always has the answers. He 
always knows the way to goé and never 
has to go himself! He always knows what 
to doé and never has to do it! These are 
the experts in our society who pontificate 
on every conceivable issue. Free from the 
responsibility of following through on their 
decisions, they tell those who do have the 
responsibility what to do!
 What a difference between the spectator 
in the bleachers who criticizes the way the 
game goesé and the player 
on the field who must 
play the game, suffer the 
frustration and heal from the 
injuries.
 òArmchair quarterbacksó 
never make any mistakes! 
This does not mean dissent is 
wrong, of course. Dissent is 
the stuff of which democracy, 
and each chapter in our state, 
is made. But the spirit of 
dissent is the critical issue. Let the spirit 
of the critic be sensitive to the burden of 
decision borne by the one being criticized.




